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Harry Bear in Henley:  Observer and Guardian diaries

After a clown comes a bear

Once, a monkey called H'Angus was elected mayor of Hartlepool while Peter Mandelson was the local MP. Now a bear named Harry is standing in the Henley byelection. Richard Heller has registered a fictional Harry, who will appear on ballot papers as HB of the Fur Play Party, and went down to Henley in costume. 'Harry ran into the Tory candidate, who refused to shake hands with him,' says Heller. 'Harry is standing because he is afraid that Henley might be boring after Boris leaves'.  

Observer 15 June 2008

Meanwhile, in Henley, where the populace choose a successor on Thursday, the race is everything we hope for in representative politics. The author Richard Heller has high hopes that his character Harry Bear will finish ahead of Bananaman and the two rival Miss Englands. He was there at the weekend; as were the Wise Old Clown, Wilbur the Rocking Horse and the Dolly Sisters. People died for this.

Guardian Diary 24 June 2008

Though the polls in Henley had barely opened, we received this yesterday morning from one of the official candidates. "BEAR TRIUMPHS IN HENLEY", it said. Harry Bear, leader of the Fur Play party, has hailed its triumph in the byelection. Mr Bear said: "We have made history. The ... (insert number here) votes we gained represent a record total for a teddy bear contesting any English byelection in June." Alas, this is probably true.  

Guardian Diary 27 June 2008
