Child Contact Centres

I became involved in securing the future of the Child Contact Centre in Dudbury. These centres deserve to be better known, so I have written the following letter to all MPs. 
Dear Colleague,



15 July 2008
I am writing to you about an organization for children and families which I have got to know in my constituency of Dudbury. It is doing tremendous work there, and may well be doing the same in your constituency. It certainly deserves to be better known nationally and that is why I hope that this letter will be of interest to you.   

I am referring to our Child Contact Centre in Dudbury – we know it locally as the Chillden. As the jokey name might suggest, the Centre provides a safe, relaxed, neutral place where children can spend time with more or both of their parents after their families have broken down. Our Centre in Dudbury uses rooms in the Agatha Spencer-Gregson Building (built and endowed in memory of his formidable aunt by my predecessor, Bertram Wooster MP, whom you may remember).  It is an airy, cheerful place with lots of toys and games and children’s drawings, and run mostly by trained volunteers. Last year it helped around 80 children.  Some were referred there by their family solicitors and others through the courts, CAFCASS, family mediators and social workers. One boy had not seen his father for six months until they were able to meet at the Centre. Some of the children and parents concerned were very damaged by their family break-up and I know that the Centre has helped them to heal.  All in all, I was very impressed by our Centre and its workers and I have read some heartrending letters from its users.
The Centre is supported by a registered charity, the National Association of Child Contact Centres, which sets and maintains very high standards for all staff and facilities. It runs about 350 others and there are another 35 in Scotland. Many are in church halls and similar premises. 
The biggest problems for our Centre were first, that it was not well enough known and second, a lack of sustainable funding. I am working on both of these problems. The Dudbury Centre has lived pretty much from hand to mouth, with little bits of funding from many different sources, local and central government, third sector and private philanthropy – each one with different priorities, different forms to fill out and different boxes to tick. They do not even share the same financial year! The Centre faced a crisis when the Spencer-Gregson Trust raised its rent. It was bailed out by a special grant from the new Mayor of Dudbury (who happens to be my former campaign manager!) Others may not be so fortunate.
Even though my campaign was based heavily on children’s issues I am ashamed to say that I was not aware of our local Centre until it wrote to me about its financial problems. It occurred to me that other Members might be in the same position, and that they too might like to become involved in an organization which helps local families through difficult times.  So if you would like to know whether there is a Centre serving your constituents, you can write to Yvonne Kee, Chief Executive, National Association of Child Contact Centres, Minerva House, Spaniel Row, Nottingham NG1 6EP or email ykee@naccc.org.uk  

Yours sincerely,

Harry Bear             Harry Bear MP 
