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This is to let you know that I have it in mind to stand for election as Mayor of London. As the first teddy bear to become an MP I believe that I can offer Londoners something new. As evidence I enclose a copy of my recently-published biography Membear Of Parliament, which not only tells the story of my successful campaign in Dudbury but shows what I have been able to achieve for the town in a short space of time. 

My Fur Play Party is a registered political party, and although its funds are small they are legal and ethical and we have promises of much more. 

My candidacy would serve many purposes. It would give a voice to the many Londoners who (like voters in Dudbury) believe that conventional party politics has failed them. It would also highlight the weakness of London’s system of government, which simply does not have the power to make a real difference to London life. I have been looking into London’s history and it is a real eye-opener to see what Herbert Morrison was able to do for the city as leader of the old LCC and compare it to the powers given now to the Mayor and Assembly. Does the government think that today’s Londoners are more stupid than their grandparents?

Tony Blair and Gordon Brown gave London a Toytown government. Why not have a teddy bear as Mayor?

However, my campaign would also have many more positive messages. First and foremost, I want to make London a better city for children to grow up in – and to give them a real voice in its future. If and when I publish my manifesto three key pledges will be created by London children. You are very welcome to follow this example. 

I would also intend to put a number of radical ideas to London voters which are not on offer from any of the conventional parties. You can read these ideas in the enclosed interim manifesto. I would pick out my proposal to create a Bank of London which would invest only in London’s businesses and people and my suggestion that the Mayor and Assembly should take over London’s Strategic Health Authority.

I believe that my campaign could make a real difference to the forthcoming election. But I am not interested in personal power and I still have an important job to do in Dudbury. My purpose is my programme. I am therefore inviting you to respond to my proposals, and I will decide then whether I should enter the contest. 

I shall be in the United States for a short time, campaigning for my friend Bearack Obama, and would be grateful if you could send your reply to the General Secretary of the Fur Play Party, my campaign biographer Richard Heller.  I am writing in the same terms to the other major party candidates. 

Harry Bear, MP for Dudbury

