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My Fur Play Party is a “real” political party which has been registered with the Electoral Commission.  I am currently considering a bid to enter the London Mayoral elections in 2008. Tony Blair gave London a Toytown Assembly. Why not have a teddy bear as Mayor?

Here is the interim Fur Play manifesto for London. By all means send me your ideas – especially if you are under 18. 

Harry Bear   MP for Dudbury

Fur Play Party: interim manifesto for London 

General Objectives

The objectives of the Fur Play Party in London are

a) to increase the engagement and empowerment of children within London government;

b) to assist the work of the charity Chance to shine in promoting cricket and personal achievement in London’s state schools;

c) to promote the political programme advocated by Harry Bear, the first teddy bear to become an MP and the central character of Richard Heller’s book Membear Of Parliament (ISBN 978-0-9556740-0-6), namely better living conditions for retired people and teddy bears, the right of children to play outdoors and better working conditions for hospital nurses.  

For London’s children

In accordance with the constitution and the first objective of the Fur Play party, three items of the manifesto will be devised and chosen by London’s children. Whatever the outcome of that exercise, if elected Mayor the Fur Play party candidate will:

· create a permanent Children’s Advisory Panel to advise on the impact of all policies on London’s children and to suggest new ideas to improve their life in London

· invite all London schoolchildren who have learnt to count to rate their present school on a scale from 0 – 10 and give reasons for their ratings. The resulting list to be published alongside existing official “league tables” and Ofsted reports

· invite all London children in their final year of primary school to list their first-choice secondary school in a secret ballot – the resulting table to be published alongside the list of parental choices

· conduct a survey, created with children’s assistance, of the needs of children who carry out 8 hours or more of caring responsibilities during the week

· conduct a survey, created with children’s assistance, of motives for school truancy

· guarantee funding to Kids Company (the charity which takes care of some of London’s most disadvantaged children)

· provide funding for drop-in “free schools” – small schools, staffed by volunteers, as alternative providers of education, particularly for vulnerable children

· introduce an immediate year-long freeze on all sales of school playing fields and other losses of recreational land

· conduct a survey of London’s derelict and unused land, with a view to putting it to temporary use as additional recreational land

· in co-operation with Chance to shine ​ - give every London schoolchild the opportunity to play cricket regularly for a team.

General

No central government targets for public services to apply to London unless freely adopted by the Mayor and Assembly. 

The government minister and Office for London to be abolished and the resulting savings transferred to the Mayor and Assembly. 

Cancel all London funding for individuals or groups on grounds of ethnicity, nationality, faith, or sexual orientation. Any spare funding in London to be spent on children, poor people, older people, or disabled people.

An independent review of all PFI/PPP projects affecting London.

All contracts with the private sector to supply public services in London to be published. 

End the PPP for the London Underground (and make central government pay for its disastrous consequences). Give TfL full responsibility for all London transport policy and funding arrangements – including the right to borrow long-term. 

Allow London government to issue municipal bonds – as American cities are allowed to do. Why should Londoners be able to invest in New York – or Peoria – and not in their own city? 

Persuade one of the clearing banks to create a Bank of London – a separate entity whose funds would be invested exclusively in London, especially in small businesses. The Bank of London would adopt Warren Buffett’s principle: investing only in things it can understand. It would not trade in “financial sausagemeat” – parcels of unquantified bad debts enhanced with flavourings.  As an experiment, the new Bank would give unsecured personal loans to poor Londoners who plan their personal escape from poverty, following the model of successful micro-loans in developing countries. Move the London government bank account to the Bank of London when it is created. 

The Mayor and Assembly to take over the responsibilities of the current London Strategic Health Authority – giving Londoners democratic control over health issues in place of an unelected quango, filled with New Labour’s cronyocracy. The new SHA to focus on preventive health and dealing with major causes of ill-health in London, including housing, environmental factors and stress. 

General opposition to new high-rise developments and architect-vanity buildings. Buildings and structures to be preserved and renovated in preference to demolition, if they have any useful life left. Allow Londoners to suggest buildings and structures for preservation – or demolition. 
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